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Introduced by: Senators Garnos, Bartling, and Kloucek and Representatives Juhnke,
Bradford, Deadrick, Gassman, Jerke, Putnam, and Vanneman

A LEGISLATIVE COMMEMORATION, Congratulating the Wagner High School Wrestling
Team for winning the 2008 Class B State Wrestling Championship.

WHEREAS, the Wagner High School Wrestling Team, lead by the strong coaching of Ernie
Valentine, performed excellently throughout the season and earned a score of 150.5 at the state
championship, far ahead of the nearest competitor; and

WHEREAS, members from the Wagner High School Wrestling Team won three separate
weight classes at the state competition, including Alex Kocer,  winning the 103 lb. weight class;
Dan Koupal, winning the 135 lb. weight class; and Robert Kokesh, winning the 145 lb. weight
class; and

WHEREAS, Robert Kocer finished his illustrious high school wrestling career by earning
the State Championship Outstanding Wrestler Award and winning fourth place in the 152 lb.
weight class despite having lost his leg in a farm accident; and

WHEREAS, other members of the Wagner High School Wrestling Team that participated
in the state tournament included Derek Dickerson, Austin Schroeder, Mitch Breen, Steven
Holzbauer, and Maverick Hill; and

WHEREAS, the town of Wagner, having a strong wrestling tradition, supported the team
throughout the season:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT COMMEMORATED, by the Eighty-Third Legislature of the
State of South Dakota, that the 2008 Wagner High School Wrestling Team be honored for their
2008 State Class B Wrestling Championship.


